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New Pest Threatens Crapemyrtle 
 
 

An invasive pest has been identified on crapemyrtles in the Jackson Madison County area.  It is 

known as Crapemyrtle Bark Scale (CMBS).  This relatively new pest was first noticed in Dallas 

TX several years ago and has recently been working its way eastwardly across the state of TN.  

Shelby County was the first area in TN to identify this pest and begin control measures. 

Although an unchecked infestation may not kill otherwise healthy crapemyrtles, the pest stress-

es the plant, affecting not only its appearance but also interfering with blooming and overall 

thriftiness. It is the only bark scale to occur on crapemyrtles at this time and should be easy to 

identify.  Adult females appear as white or gray felt-like encrustations on small twigs to large 

trunks, often near pruning wounds or branch crotches.  Most gardeners will be alerted to its 

presence by the black sooty mold on the bark (not to be confused with sooty mold associated 

with aphid feeding).  
 

Tips for Control and Reducing Spread 
 

University researchers are very concerned about the  difficulty of control.  Faculty of the Univer-

sity of TN Soil, Plant and Pest Center in Nashville are preparing public information materials.  In 

the meantime, current best practices for control include the following:  
 

 Check for signs of CMBS and the presence of black sooty mold routinely 

 Wash the trunk and reachable limbs with a soft brush and a mild solution of dish 

washing soap.  This will remove many of the scale and egg masses, much of the 

black mold, and increase the effectiveness of insecticide control. 

 A winter application of dormant oil to the bark may be helpful.  However, thorough 

coverage is necessary for positive results. 

 During the growing season, drenching the root zone with a systemic insecticide has 

shown promise with best control when applied between May and July.  Neonicotinoid 

insecticides like Imidacloprid have demonstrated good control.  There has been 

some controversy on the use of Neonicotinoids and their impact on the environ-

ment.  However, crapemyrtles are a valuable plant in the southern landscape and you 

may wish to ensure their persistence. 
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